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TEMPERANCE  CONVENTION. 


HARRISBURG,  January  13th,  1S41. 

The  Delegates  to  the  State  Temperance  Convention  assembled 
this  morning  at  11  o’clock,  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
were  organized  by  the  appointment  of  the  Hon.  John  C.  Bucher,  of 
Harrisburg,  Chairman,  and  John  C.  Copper,  of  Philadelphia,  and 
D.  W.  Gross,  of  Harrisburg,  Secretaries,  pro  tem. 

The  Rev.  W.  Barnes,  of  Harrisburg,  then  offered  up  a  solemn 
prayer  to  the  Throne  of  Grace. 

The  following  gentlemen  presented  their  credentials,  which  were 
accepted,  viz : 

Rev.  A.  Barnes  and  Leonard  Jewell,  Esq.,  from  the  Pennsylva¬ 
nia  State  Temperance  Society. 

Rev.  Anthony  Atwood,  Thomas  Wattson,  Esq.,  and  George  H. 
Burgin,  M.  D.,  Philadelphia  Temperance  and  Benevolent  Associa¬ 
tion. 

Rev.  Ignatius  Cooper,  Rev.  Joseph  Walker,  Joseph  Weaver,  Jr., 
and  Henry  Dean,  Delaware  county  Temperance  Society. 

Davis  Goheen  and  Joseph  Cottrell,  Columbia  Temperance  So¬ 
ciety. 

Thomas  Brewer  and  David  Shepherd,  Fort  Hunter  Temperance 
Society. 

Alexander  Gray  and  Charles  Fuller,  Luzerne  county  Temperance 
Society. 

Rev.  J.  M.  Challess,  Lower  Dublin  Temperance  Society. 

John  C.  Copper  and  Joseph  Hoops,  Philadelphia  city  and  county 
Temperance  Society. 

Robert  Miller,  John  Dolson,  John  Balsley,  Elijah  Wise  and  John 
Kirk,  New  Cumberland  Temperance  Society. 

Hon.  E  .Kingsbury,  Jr.,  Rev.  J.  B.  Graves  and  J.  J.  Allen,  Wayne 
county  Temperance  Society. 

Rev.  John  Woolson,  Temperance  Beneficial  Association,  South¬ 
wark  Branch,  No.  1. 

William  C.  Poulson,  Temperance  Beneficial  Society,  Central 
Branch,  No.  6. 

Charles  W.  Laing,  Temperance  Beneficial  Association,  City 
Branch,  No.  7. 

Nathan  Siegfried,  Spring  Garden  Temperance  Beneficial  Socie¬ 
ty. 

James  Rowe,  Beneficial  Association,  Eastburn  Branch,  No.  9, 
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Col.  T.  Robinson,  Temperance  Beneficial  Association,  Tyng 
Branch,  No.  10. 

William  W.  Barnes,  Temperance  Beneficial  Association,  South¬ 
ern  Branch,  No.  11. 

John  Whiteman,  Esq.,  Temperance  Beneficial  Association,  Moy- 
amensing  Branch,  No.  12. 

Rev.  John  A.  Boyl,  Philadelphia  Temperance  Beneficial  Society, 
No.  13. 

Phineas  Bowen,  Temperance  Beneficial  Association,  Gillette 
Branch,  No.  15. 

Rev.  A.  D.  Gillette,  Walter  J.  Roberts  and  James  Durnell,  Total 
Abstinence  Society  of  the  11th  Baptist  Congregation,  Philadelphia. 

Rev.  T.  Brainerd,  Southwark  Temperance  Society,  Northern 
Branch,  No.  3. 

Hon.  J.  C.  Bucher,  Geo.  Oglesby,  W.  K.  Coulston,  W.  Vanhorn, 
Mord.  McKinney,  Esq.,  G.  P.  Wiestling,  E.  Zollinger,  Levi  Wea¬ 
ver,  A.  Buffington,  J.  Y.  Blackwell,  A.  Armstrong,  Geo.  H.  Small,  Jas. 
W.  Weir,  Joel  Hinckley  and  W.  P.  Fahnestock,  Harrisburg  To¬ 
tal  Abstinence  Beneficial  Society. 

Rev.  W.  R.  DeWitt,  D.  D.,  Rev.  J.  H.  Smaltz,  Rev.  J.  F.Mesick, 
Rev.  W.  Barnes,  Rev.  C.  P.  Shseffer,  D.  W.  Gross,  R.  P.  Kelker, 
H.  C.  Hickok,  W.  H.  Lochman,  J.  C.  Wiestling,  John  Gallager, 
John  J.  Speel,  J.  Sayford,  R.  J.  Fleming,  Stephen  Miller,  S.  D.  Ing¬ 
ram,  R.  McElwee,  P.  C.  Keller,  D.  Fleming,  V.  Egle,  J.  B.  Keyser, 
L.  N.  Ott,  Esq.,  A.  Troxel  and  Joseph  Allison,  Young  Men’s  and 
Young  Ladies’  Total  Abstinence  Society  of  Harrisburg. 

Vincent  Palen,  John  P.  Weishampel,  E.  S.  Garman  and  M.  Os¬ 
man,  Harrisburg  Young  Men’s  Total  Abstinence  Society. 

Samuel  S.  Wharton,  Huntingdon  Temperance  Society. 

Rev.  James  Curren,  George  Adams,  Milton  E.  Worrell  and  James 
Crawford,  Margaretta  Temperance  Society,  York  county. 

Rev.  J.  P.  Durbin,  Rev.  J.  Ulrich,  Rev.  L.  Scott,  Rev.  W.  M. 
Hall,  Rev.  D.  McKinley,  Prof.  M.  Caldwell,  Geo.  Keller,  J.  Fetter, 
L.  G.  Brandeberry,  J.  Philips,  J.  Sanderson,  H.  Dufheld,  J.  Holbert 
and  S.  Elliott,  Cumberland  county  Temperance  Society. 

Samuel  M.  Leiper,  Friendship  Total  Abstinence  Society  of  Rid¬ 
ley  township,  Delaware  county. 

Rev.  Wm.  M’Comb,  Rev.  Henry  E.  Gilroy,  William  J.  Robinson, 
Martin  Ryon  and  James  Brown,  Dauphin  Total  Abstinence  Socie¬ 
ty- 

Rev.  A.  H.  Lochman,  C.  A.  Morris,  John  Voglesong,  Dr.  J.  W. 
Kerr,  W.  Jones,  L.  Oswald,  G.  K.  Kane,  W.  Sayres,  John  Taylor 
and  David  Kraber,  York  county  Temperance  Society. 

Thomas  N.  McMichael  and  Jacob  Painter,  Sunbury  Total  Ab¬ 
stinence  Society. 

John  Kinser,  Union  Temperance  Society. 

Rev.  W.  Bahnson,  Rev.  Mr.  Brettell,  Rev.  D.  D.  Lore,  Rev.  Mr. 
Pool,  Rev.  Mr.  Bates,  Rev.  Mr.  Glessner,  Messrs.  Bomberger,  Day, 
Bryson,  Markley,  Brown,  and  Moore,  Lancaster  city  Temperance 
Society. 

Daniel  Gorden  and  Enos  Conner,  Union  Lancaster  county  Tem¬ 
perance  Society. 
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Rev.  Mr.  Dickey,  Jacob  Barnhisel,  Mr.  Stever,  A.  B.  Maxwell, 
Isaac  M’Cord  and  F.  E.  Bailey,  Esq.,  Perry  county  Temperance 
Society. 

John  Bertolet,  Esq.,  Oley  Total  Abstinence  Society. 

David  W.  M’Culloch,  Michael  P.  Ege,  John  W.  Shriver,  David 
Shields  and  Geo.  W.  Woods,  Dickinson  township,  Cumberland 
county  Temperance  Society. 

Moses  A.  Canan,  Johnstown  Temperance  Society. 

D.  S.  Jones,  Dr.  S.  L.  Stewart,  John  Spahr,  Dr.  I.  Day, Geo.  F.  Cain, 
Esq.,  Rev.  E.  West,  James  Cole,  Rev.  Simon  Dresbach,  Geo.  Web- 
bert,  Dr.  J.  Weaver,  D.  Rockafeller,  R.  M.  Lusk,  M.  C.  Houser,  J. 

C.  Weibley  and  Rev.  N.  Stroh,  Mechanicsburg  Temperance  So¬ 
ciety. 

Joshua  Dungan,  Bucks  county  Temperance  Society. 

Rev.  H.  Wagner,  John  Ermentrout  and  Samuel  Miller,  Leba¬ 
non  Temperance  Society. 

John  Burk,  J.  Engle,  Messrs.  Hinkson  and  Baker,  Waterville 
Total  Abstinence  Society. 

Rev.  Henry  Sheer,  Col.  Thos.  E.  Suddler,  Jacob  Rheem,  Jacob 
Bretz,  Peter  Fought,  Remick  Angney,  Dr.  Boughman,  Edward 
Shower,  Frederick  A.  Kennedy,  Samuel  Crall,  Geo.  Heigly,  Charles 
Bell,  Washington  L.  Line,  W.  L.  Creigh,  John  Mond,  E.  R.  Davis, 
Daniel  Dinkle,  J.  Worthington,  Abel  Keney,  Richard  Miles,  Wm. 
Gould,  Thomas  Trimble,  Thomas  Bell,N.  Hautch,H.  S.  Ritter,  W. 

D.  Seymore,  W.  Crop,  G.  Hise,  jr.,  John  Agnew,  T.  Miller  and  H. 
Newal,  Union  Total  Abstinence  Society  of  Carlise. 

Rev.  J.  H.  A.  Bomberger,  Rev.  Mr.  Bonsai!  and  F.  A.  M.  Keller, 
Franklin  county  Temperance  Society. 

Geo.  Boal,  Boalsburg  Temperance  Society. 

James  D.  Dunlap  and  Joseph  M.  Sterrett,  Erie  county  Temper¬ 
ance  Society. 

Rev.  J.  Latta,  Rev.  S.  J.  Dickey,  Wm.  K.  Correy,  Dr.  S.  Stib- 
bens,  P.  F.  Smith,  E.  F.  Pennypacker,  Josiah  Philips,  J.  M.  Dickey, 
J.  D.  Steel  and  Chandler  Darlington,  Chester  county  Temperance 
Society. 

O.  N.  Worden,  Susquehanna  Temperance  Society. 

Wm.  J.  Gibson,  Hollidaysburg  Temperance  Society. 

Geo.  D.  Wood,  Dickinson  Temperance  Society. 

W.  D.  McVey,  Oliver  township,  Mifflin  co.,  Temperance  Society. 

Robert  Irwin,  Robert  Elliott,  James  Irwin,  Daniel  Fleniger  and 
Geo.  Hall,  Buffalo  Temperance  Society. 

H.  W.  Hiester,  Churchtown  Temperance  Society. 

Jacob  Rupp  and  I  .D.  Rupp,  Shiremanstown  Temperance  Society. 

R.  P.  Flenniken,  Esq.,  Fayette  county  Temperance  Society. 

On  motion,  a  committee  of  seven  was  appointed  to  nominate  offi¬ 
cers  for  the  Convention,  viz :  Rev.  A.  Atwood,  of  Philadelphia,  Rev. 
H.  Wagner,  of  Lebanon,  J.  W.  Weir,  of  Harrisburg,  L.  Jewell,  of 
Phila.,  Samuel  Elliott,  of  Carlisle,  Rev.  A.  H.  Lochman,  of  York,  and 
John  Bertolet,  of  Berks.  After  retiring  a  short  time  they  reported 
the  following  officers  for  the  Convention. 
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For  President. 

Hon.  JOHN  H.  EWING,  of  Washington  county. 

Vice  Presidents. 

Hon.  E.  Kingsbury,  Jr.,  of  Wayne  county, 

Geo.  H.  Burgin,  M.  D.,  of  Philadelphia, 

Prof.  M.  Caldwell,  of  Carlisle, 

Hon.  John  C.  Bucher,  of  Harrisburg* 

Secretaries. 

Stephen  Miller,  of  Harrisburg, 

Samuel  Elliott,  of  Carlisle. 

On  motion  it  was 

Resolved ,  That  a  Committee  of  two  be  appointed  to  advise  the 
President  elect  of  his  nomination. 

Thaddeus  Stevens,  Esq.  and  W.  W.  Barnes  were  appointed  said 
committee. 

Resolved ,  That  a  Committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  procure 
Speakers  for  a  public  meeting  this  evening.  Committee  were,  Rev. 
Davis  Goheen,  Rev.  W.  R.  DeWitt,  D.  D.,  Rev.  D.  D.  Lore,  D.  W. 
Gross  and  Vincent  Palen. 

Mr.  Miller — for  reasons  given  by  him —resigned  his  situation  as 
secretary,  and  Mr.  Poulson,  of  Philadelphia,  was  appointed  to  sup¬ 
ply  his  place. 

On  motion  it  was 

Resolved ,  That  a  Committee  of  seven  be  appointed  to  prepare 
business  for  this  Convention.  Committee  were  Rev.  Henry  Slicer, 
Leonard  Jewell,  Thaddeus  Stevens,  Esq.,  Rev.  A.  H.  Lochman,  J. 
W.  Weir,  Rev.  J.  H.  A.  Bomberger  and  Mr.  Stever. 

The  Committee  appointed  for  that  purpose,  reported,  that  a  pub¬ 
lic  meeting  be  held  in  this  house,  this  evening,  that  the  President 
preside,  Rev.  Mr.  Woolson  open  the  meeting  with  prayer,  and  that 
it  be  addressed  by  T.  Stevens,  Esq.,  Rev.  A.  Atwood,  Rev.  A.  D. 
Gillette,  Hon.  J.  H.  Ewing,  Rev.  J.  H.  A.  Bomberger,  and  Benedic¬ 
tion  by  Rev.  H.  Wagner. 

Rev.  D.  Goheen  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was  refer¬ 
red  to  the  Committee  on  Business  : 

Resolved ,  That  each  delegation  be  required  to  report  in  writing 
the  condition  of  the  Society  they  represent. 

On  motion  it  was 

Resolved ,  That  when  this  meeting  adjourn  it  adjourn  to  meet  at 
half  past  3  o’clock. 

On  motion  it  was 

Resolved ,  That  Hon.  J.  C.  Bucher,  Prof.  Caldwell  and  Dr.  George 
H*  Burgin  be  a  committee  to  wait  upon  the  Governor  and  heads  of 
Departments,  with  an  invitation  to  attend  the  meeting  this  evening. 

The  Convention  then  adjourned. 


AFTERNOON,  half  past  3  o’clock. 

Convention  met.  Opened  with  prayer  by  Rev.  A.  D.  Gillette. 
The  Hon.  J.  H.  Ewing  took  the  chair,  and  after  an  able  and  appro¬ 
priate  address,  stating  the  object  of  the  Convention, 
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The  rules  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  this  State,  so  far  as 
applicable,  were  adopted,  for  the  government  of  the  Convention. 

The  Committee  on  Business  made  report ;  which,  having  been 
discussed  and  amended,  was  adopted  as  follows: 

Resolved, ,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed,  to  prepare  reso¬ 
lutions  expressive  of  the  sense  of  this  Convention. 

Resolved ,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed,  to  draft  an  Ad¬ 
dress  to  the  people  of  this  Commonwealth,  in  behalf  of  this  Conven¬ 
tion  ;  and  that  the  committee  be  authorized  to  sit  after  the  Con¬ 
vention  has  adjourned,  for  the  performance  of  its  duties. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed,  to  draft  a  form 
of  petition  to  the  Legislature,  embodying  the  views  of  this  Con¬ 
vention,  on  the  subject  of  the  license  system,  and  praying  tor  the 
immediate  enactment  of  a  law  giving  to  the  electors  in  the  sever¬ 
al  wards,  boroughs,  and  townships,  the  right  of  determining,  by 
vote,  whether  licenses  shall  be  granted  for  retailing  spirituous  li¬ 
quors,  within  their  respective  limits;  also,  providing  sufficient  pen¬ 
alties  for  the  protection  of  the  community  against  the  venders  of 
intoxicating  liquors. 

Resolved ,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  on  finance,  to 
devise  ways  and  means  to  defray  the  expenses  of  this  Convention,  in¬ 
cluding  the  printing  of  its  proceedings. 

Resolved ,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  draft  a  me¬ 
morial  to  the  Legislature,  praying  for  the  passage  of  a  law  to  re¬ 
quire  all  those  who  intend  petitioning  for  license  to  retail  intoxica¬ 
ting  drinks,  to  give  notice  of  such  intention  in  at  least  one  newspa¬ 
per,  published  in  the  district  in  which  the  applicant  resides,  for  six 
weeks  previous  to  such  application,  accompanied  by  the  names  of 
those  who  recommend  them. 

On  motion, 

Hon.  Mr.  Steele,  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  Pennsylvania, 
was  invited  to  participate  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Convention. 

A  communication  from  W.  Sloanaker,  on  the  subject  of  a  Nation¬ 
al  Ode,  was  read  and  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  acting  on  the  5th  resolution  be  in¬ 
structed  to  embody  in  their  memorial  the  following  ; 

“  Your  petitioners  therefore  pray,  that  committees  of  your  honor¬ 
able  bodies  may  be  raised,  with  power  to  send  for  persons  and  pa¬ 
pers,  to  institute  a  thorough  inquiry  into  the  many  and  grievous 
crimes,  sufferings  and  losses,  which  are  produced  by  the  use  of  in¬ 
toxicating  drinks  ;  and  that  the  result  of  your  inquiries  be  as  wide¬ 
ly  circulated,  throughout  the  Commonwealth,  as,  in  your  wisdom, 
the  importance  of  the  subject  may  seem  to  demand.” 

Convention  adjourned. 


WEDNESDAY  EVENING,  Jan.  13th,  1841. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  prayer  by  Rev.  J.  Woolson. 

The  following  Committees  were  then  announced  by  the  chair. 
On  the  Address  Messrs,  Durbin,  McKinley,  Weir,  Caldwell  and 
Gross. 
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On  Finance ,  Hon.  J.  C.  Bucher,  J.  W.  Weir  and  V.  Palen. 

On  Petitions ,  Messrs.  E.  Kingsbury,  jr.,  W.  R.  DeWitt,  H.  Sheer, 
J.  C.  Copper  and  J.  D.  Steele. 

On  Printing,  Messrs.  Elliott,  Poulson,  Weir,  Mesick  and  Ing¬ 
ram. 

On  Memorial,  Messrs.  Stevens,  Barnes,  of  Harrisburg,  and  D. 
Fleming. 

The  meeting  was  addressed  by  Hon.  J.  H.  Ewing,  Rev.  Messrs. 
Atwood,  Sheer,  Gillette  and  Brainerd. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Palen,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  meeting  be  tendered  to  the  Rev¬ 
erend  gentlemen  for  the  eloquent  and  able  manner  in  which  they 
have  addressed  it. 

Convention  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  9Vclock. 
Closed  with  prayer  by  Rev.  H.  Wagner. 


THURSDAY  FORENOON,  9  o’clock. 

The  Convention  met.  Opened  with  prayer  by  Rev.  A.  Barnes. 

Yesterday’s  minutes  were  read  and  accepted. 

The  Committee  on  Business  reported  the  following,  which,  after 
considerable  discussion,  in  which  Messrs.  Wattson,  Slicer,  Bomber- 
ger,  Caldwell,  Kingsbury,  Bucher,  Brainerd,  and  others,  took  part — 
was  adopted  : 

Your  committee  have  had  their  attention  called  to  a  temperance 
paper  published  in  Lancaster  city,  called  “The  Age” — and  are  of 
opinion  that  its  publication  is  well  calculated  to  promote  the  cause 
of  Total  Abstinence  in  this  Commonwealth — and  beg  therefore  to 
submit  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved ,  That  this  Convention  approve  of  the  publication  of 
“The  Age,”  and  that  we  recommend  to  the  friends  of  the  temper¬ 
ance  cause,  in  Pennsylvania,  to  patronize  said  publication,  by  using 
efforts  to  obtain  subscribers. 

The  Committee  then  presented  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  unanimously  adopted. 

Resolved,  That  the  delegates  present,  be  earnestly  requested  to 
bring  the  resolutions  and  recommendations  of  this  Convention  be¬ 
fore  the  various  Societies  which  they  represent,  and  obtain  their  ac¬ 
tion  upon  the  same. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Brainerd  was  added  to  the  Committee  on  Business. 

The  Committee  on  Petitions  were  then  instructed  to  prepare  their 
petitions,  and  report  to  this  Convention. 

Convention  adjourned. 

THURSDAY  AFTERNOON,  half  past  2  o’clock. 

The  Convention  opened  with  prayer  by  Rev.  A.  Atwood. 

The  Hon.  E.  Kingsbury,  jr.,  from  the  Committee  on  Petitions, made 
the  following  report,  which  was  adopted  : 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Commonwealth 

of  Pennsylvania. 

The  undersigned,  citizens  of  the  county  of 
would  most  earnestly  pray,  that  a  law  may  be  passed  requiring  all 
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those  who  intend  petitioning  to  the  Courts  for  licenses  to  retail  in¬ 
toxicating  drinks,  to  give  notice  of  said  intention  in  at  least  one  pa¬ 
per,  published  in  the  county  where  the  applicant  may  reside,  for  six 
weeks  previous  to  such  application,  accompanied  with  the  names 
of  those  who  recommend  said  applicant. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Commonwealth 

of  Pennsylvania. 

The  subscribers,  citizens  of  the  county  of 
beg  leave  respectfully  to  represent,  that,  in  their  judgment,  the  evils 
•which  the  prevailing  use  of  intoxicating  drinks  inflicts  upon  the  peo¬ 
ple  whom  you  represent,  are,  both  in  kind  and  degree,  highly  deser¬ 
ving  your  enlightened  attention  and  official  interposition  ;  and  are 
persuaded  that  the  facts  upon  which  the  Temperance  Reformation  is 
based,  if  they  were  ascertained  with  the  utmost  possible  precision, 
and  spread  before  the  public,  so  avouched  as  might  command  the  at¬ 
tention  which  they  deserve,  would  arouse  the  virtue  and  intelligence 
of  the  people  to  the  immediate  adoption  of  an  adequate  remedy 
for  the  enormous  evils  which  such  an  investigation  would  disclose. 

Your  petitioners  therefore  pray  that  committees  of  your  honor¬ 
able  bodies  may  be  raised,  with  power  to  send  for  persons  and 
papers,  to  institute  a  thorough  inquiry  into  the  many  and  grievous 
crimes,  sufferings  and  losses,  which  are  produced  by  the  use  of  in¬ 
toxicating  drinks:  and  that  the  results  of  your  inquiries  be  as 
widely  circulated  throughout  the  Commonwealth,  as,  in  your  wis¬ 
dom,  the  importance  of  the  subject  ma}'  seem  to  demand. 

Your  memorialists  being  persuaded  after  long  and  thorough 
consideration,  that  the  traffic  in  distilled  and  fermented  liquors, 
which  now  exists  under  our  present  license  laws,  is  the  principal  re¬ 
maining  obstacle  to  a  reformation,  promising  blessings  infinite  in  val¬ 
ue,  extending  to  every  rank  in  life,  and  embracing  every  interest 
in  humanity,  most  earnestly  pray,  that  the  laws  be  so  altered  or 
amended,  as  to  give  to  the  electors  in  each  ward,  borough  or 
township  in  the  state,  the  right  of  determining  by  vote,  whether 
licenses  shall  be  granted  for  retailing  intoxicating  liquors,  within 
their  respective  limits. 

Believing  that  legislative  action  on  this  most  important  subject 
is  required,  and  required  now  ;  and  that  the  mode  of  action  here 
suggested,  is  perfectly  accordant  with  the  principles  of  republican 
government,  and  at  the  same  time  acceptable  to  public  opinion, 
which  in  our  beloved  country  is  the  source  and  support  of  law,  we 
earnestly  ask  the  early  attention  of  your  honorable  bodies  to  the 
subject  of  our  prayer. 

On  motion  it  was 

Resolved,  That  immediate  arrangements  be  made  for  the  pub¬ 
lication  of  1000  copies  of  the  memorial  to  the  Legislature,  and 
that  the  expenses  be  [referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Rev.  D.  Goheen  was  added  to  the  Committee  on  Petitions. 

The  Committee  on  Business  reported  the  two  following  reso¬ 
lutions,  which  were  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  we  approve  of  the  holding  of  Temperance  4th  of 
July  Celebrations— and  that  we  recommend  to  the  friends  of  Tem¬ 
perance  generally,  the  formation  of  Juvenile  Temperance  Associa¬ 
tions  in  Sabbath  Schools,  &c. 
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Resolved ,  That  each  delegation  be  requested  to  report  in  wri* 
ting  at  an  early  period, "the  state  of  the  Society  which  they  represent. 

Messrs.  Goheen,  Brainerd  and  Lore,  were  then  appointed  a  com¬ 
mittee  to  whom  such  reports  be  referred. 

The  Committee  on  Business  reported  the  following  preamble  and 
resolution,  which  were  adopted: 

Whereas,  We  have  heard  with  pleasure  that  the  Temperance  So¬ 
ciety  of  Lebanon  have  proposed  to  this  Convention  to  publish  a 
German  paper,  devoted  primarily  to  the  cause  of  Temperance, 
and  that  said  Society  have  pledged  one  thousand  subscribers; 

Therefore 

Resolved ,  That  if  such  a  paper  shall  be  published  and  conducted 
with  the  spirit  which  may  be  anticipated  from  the  high  character 
of  the  projectors,  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  friends  of 
Temperance,  to  aid  its  enlarged  circulation  in  the  wide  field  of  its 
influence. 

The  following  resolution  was  then  offered  and  passed  unani¬ 
mously  : 

Resolved ,  That  those  friendly  to  the  Temperance  cause  would 
lessen  essentially  the  facilities  for  intemperance,  by  sternly  refusing 
to  lease  stores,  taverns,  or  shops,  designed  to  be  occupied  for  traf¬ 
fic  in  intoxicating  drinks. 

The  Roll  was  then  called,  and  members  present  answered  to  their 
names. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  reported,  that  they  had  levied  a  tax 
of  one  dollar  on  each  delegate,  to  defray  the  expenses  of  this  Con¬ 
vention.  Adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kingsbury,  R.  P.  Flenniken,  was  admitted  as 
a  delegate  from  Fayette  county. 

The  Committee  on  business  reported  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted. 

Resolved ,  That  while  the  cause  of  Temperance,  with  its  elevated 
principles  and  associations,  ought  not  be  connected  with  the  strife 
of  party  politics,  yet  it  is  still  regarded  as  a  solemn  duty  of  the 
friends  of  order  and  morality,  to  give  preference  (other  things  be¬ 
ing  equal)  to  candidates,  who  are  not  only  temperate  them¬ 
selves,  but  are  known  not  to  be  inimical  to  the  Temperance  Re¬ 
form. 

Mr.  Miller  offered  the  following,  which  was  adopted; 

Resolved ,  That  this  Convention  deem  it  a  duty  solemnly  to  re¬ 
iterate  the  sentiments  expressed  by  the  American  Temperance 
Convention,  of  1834,  and  confirmed  by  all  subsequent  observation 
and  reflection,  that  the  making,  selling  or  using  intoxicating  drink 
as  a  beverage,  is  morally  wrong,  and  should  be  abandoned  by  all 
who  fear  God  or  regard  the  best  interests  of  man. 

The  Committee  on  Business  reported  the  following,  which  was 
adopted. 

Resolved ,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Convention,  the  man  who 
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by  the  usages  of  society  has  been  made  a  drunkard,  should  be 
contemplated  by  the  friends  of  temperance  more  in  sorrow  than  in 
anger;  while  those  who  continue  till  this  day  to  manufacture  and 
sell  the  drunkard’s  drink,  with  no  other  apology  for  so  doing,  but 
to  make  gain  by  the  ruin  of  their  fellow  men,  are  entitled  to  the  de¬ 
cided  disapproval  of  all  the  friends  of  morals  and  social  order. 

The  Convention  then  adjourned. 


THURSDAY  EVENING,  Jan.  14th. 

The  Convention  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Rev.  J.  H.  A.  Bom- 
berger. 

On  motion  of  Col.  Robinson,  it  was 
Resolved ,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Convention  be  tendered  to  the 
Trustees  of  this  Church,  for  their  kindness  in  granting  its  use  for 
the  sessions  of  the  Convention. 

On  motion  of  Prof.  Caldwell,  it  was 
Resolved,  (1)  That  we  consider  the  establishing  of  a  “Temperance 
Department”  in  several  of  the  political  papers  of  our  State,  during 
the  last  year,  as  a  most  auspicious  omen  to  our  cause. 

Resolved ,  (2)  That  this  Convention  earnestly  recommend  to  the 
Executive  Committees  ofthe  several  Temperance  Societies  within 
the  State,  to  use  their  efforts  to  have  such  a  department  established 
in  every  paper  within  their  respective  neighborhoods,  and  to  aid 
the  several  editors  to  make  such  department  what  it  ought  to  be. 

On  motion  of  Doctor  Burgin,  it  was 
Resolved. ,  That  those  Clergymen  who  have  employed  the  influ¬ 
ence  of  their  high  office  to  promote  total  abstinence  from  the  use  of 
intoxicating  drinks  as  a  beverage,  merit  the  approbation  and  thanks 
ot  this  body,  as  having  performed  a  duty,  sanctioned  alike  by  the 
claims  of  their  country  and  their  God. 

Resolved,  That  all  Clergymen  in  this  Commonwealth  be  request¬ 
ed  to  preach  on  the  subject  of  Temperance  on  the  first  Sunday  of 
March  next,  cr  as  soon  thereafter  as  they  may  find  it  convenient. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Watkins,  it  was 
Resolved ,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Convention  be  tendered  to  the 
President,  Vice  Presidents  and  Secretaries  for  the  faithful,  able  and 
impartial  manner  in  which  they  have  conducted  the  business  of 
the  Convention. 

On  motion  the  following  gentlemen  were  appointed  delegates  to  at¬ 
tend  the  National  Temperance  Convention,  to  be  held  at  Saratoga 
Springs,  on  the  last  Tuesday  in  July  next. 


Hon.  JOHN  H.  EWING, 
Hon.  JOHN  C.  BUCHER, 
G.  H.  BURGIN,  M.  D., 
Rev.  G.  A.  LYON, 

Rev.  J.  P.  DURBIN, 

Rev.  H.  SLICER, 


Rev.  D.  D.LORE, 

Rev.  THOMAS  P.  HUNT, 
Rev.  BERNARD  C.  WOLFF, 
Col.  T.  ROBINSON, 

Prof.  M.  CALDWELL, 

Hon.  GEORGE  DARSIE, 
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Rev.  A.  ATWOOD, 

Rev.  T.  BRAINERD, 

Rev.  A  D.  GILLETTE, 

Rev.  A.  BARNES, 

Rev.  D.  GOHEEN, 

Rev.  J.  H.  A.  BOMBERGER 
Rev.  JOHN  A.  BOYL, 

Rev.  IGNATIUS  COOPER, 
Rev.  Dr.  CATHCART, 


Hon.  A.  M’CALMONT, 
Hon.  W.  JESSUP, 

JOHN  B.  STRYKER, 

Hon.  E.  KINGSBURY,  Jr. 
JOHN  H.  GORDON,  D.  M. 
JOHN  L.  JANEWAY, 

Rev.  A.  H.  LOCHMAN, 
THOMAS  WATTSON, 
JOSEPH  M.  STERRETT. 


On  motion  of  Wm.  C.  Poulson,  it  was 
“ Resolved ,  That  we  consider  the  system  of  Temperance  Benefi¬ 
cial  Associations  as  one  of  the  best  that  has  been  devised,  on  which 
to  lay  an  immovable  foundation  of  the  Temperance  cause  ;  and  one 
that  may  be  carried  out,  until  its  influence  be  felt  throughout  the 
civilized  world. 

“ Resolved ,  That  we  earnestly  solicit  the  aid  and  influence  of  all 
friends  to  the  temperance  cause,  in  carrying  out  this  system  of  Tem¬ 
perance  Reformation,  until  there  shall  be  one  of  these  associations 
organized  in  every  town,  village  and  hamlet,  throughout  our  State 
and  Country, 

On  motion  of  Rev.  A.  Atwood,  it  was 
“ Resolved ,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Temperance  Societies 
of  Pennsylvania,  to  appoint  delegates  to  meet  in  Convention  in  the 
Borough  of  Harrisburg, 'on  the  second  Wednesday  of  January,  1842. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whiteman,  it  was 
Resolved ,  That  the  thanks  of  this  convention  be  tendered  to  W. 
K.  Coulston,  for  his  polite  and  prompt  attention  to  its  members  du¬ 
ring  their  session  in  this  church. 

Rev.  Mr.  Woolson  then  closed  the  meeting  with  prayer. 

The  Convention  then  adjourned  sine  die. 


ADDRESS 


OF  THE 

STATE  TEMPERANCE  CONVENTION 

TO  THE  PEOPLE  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 

Fellow  Citizens  : — Assembled  from  various  parts  of  our  Com¬ 
monwealth,  for  the  purpose  of  deliberating  on  the  best  means  of  abat¬ 
ing  the  evils  of  intemperance,  this  Convention  is  unwilling  to  adjourn 
until  it  has  prepared  a  frank  and  earnest  address  to  you,  asking  your 
immediate  and  active  co-operation.  It  is  our  wish,  if  possible,  not 
to  address  ourselves  exclusively  or  specially  to  the  avowed  and  en¬ 
rolled  friends  of  temperance,  but  to  each  citizen  in  our  State.  We 
do  this  with  the  more  confidence,  because  we  are  convinced  that  there 
is  not  a  single  family  in  the  Commonwealth  that  has  not  been  afflict¬ 
ed  directly  or  remotely,  in  person,  reputation,  or  property,  by  the 
common  evil.  It  is  not  our  intention  to  press  upon  your  notice  the 
magnitude  of  the  evil  considered  aggregately,  nor  the  amount  of 
private  misery  and  infamy  which  it  produces.  These  have  been 
the  burden  of  former  appeals,  and  their  existence  has  been  so  clearly 
demonstrated  that  no  one  doubts  any  longer.  The  individual  and 
public  mind  is  satisfied  of  the  great  magnitude  and  universal  diffusion 
of  the  evil.  The  question  now  is,  Can  anything  further  be  done 
to  suppress  or  arrest  it  ?  and  if  so  :  TV hat  is  it  ?  We  have  strong 
hope  that  if  it  can  be  clearly  shown  what  further  is  necessary,  the 
community  will  be  brought  to  general  action. 

The  unanimity  of  opinion  as  to  what  further  measures  are  re¬ 
quisite  is  very  remarkable  and  very  encouraging.  The  friends  of 
Temperance  throughout  the  State  are  satisfied  that  the  time  has  come 
to  invoke  legislative  action .  This  clear  conclusion  has  followed 
from  patient  investigation  and  warm  protracted  discussion  in  tem¬ 
perance  meetings,  in  public  prints,  and  in  successive  conventions. 
Two  principal  difficulties  were  at  first  supposed  to  be  in  the  way. 
An  impression,  perhaps  an  opinion,  was  abroad,  that  the  Legislature 
had  no  power  over  the  question.  This  ground  is  now  abandoned, 
even  by  the  opposition.  Wherever  the  question  has  come  before  the 
judicial  tribunals  of  the  country  the  constitutionality  of  the  prohibi- 
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lory  laws  has  been  affirmed.  It  is  now  well  understood,  that  fhe 
License  Laws  were  established  for  the  purpose  of  regulating  what 
was  acknowledged  to  be  a  dangerous  traffic.  But  if  the  Legislature 
may  pass  laws  restraining,  by  the  intervention  of  the  Courts,  the  re¬ 
tail  of  intoxicating  liquors  to  a  few,  say  ten  or  twenty,  in  a  Borough 
or  County,  it  may  restrict  to  one,  or  prohibit  altogether.  We  do 
not  advise  legsilative  action  inconsistent  in  principle  with  what  has 
existed  from  the  first.  This  is  now  so  well  understood,  that  the  op¬ 
position  has  ceased  from  this  direction. 

But  another  difficulty  was  in  the  way,  and  is  not  entirely  removed 
yet.  There  was  an  apprehension  abroad  (in  some  instances  real, 
but  in  most  feigned,)  that  the  friends  of  Temperance  desired  the 
Legislature  to  extend  the  prohibition  into  the  family  circle,  and  thus 
invade  the  sanctit)’  of  domestic  society.  The  friends  of  Temperance 
never  desired  such  Legislative  action.  The  habits  and  wishes  of 
each  family,  within  its  own  private  circle,  are  to  be  held  sacred,  and 
not  to  be  forcibly  entered,  even  under  cover  of  law.  What  has 
been  asked,  and  is  again  prayed  for  by  this  Convention,  will  not  in¬ 
terfere  with  the  internal  arrangements  or  private  habits  of  any 
family. 

What,  then,  is  the  legislative  measure  upon  which  there  is  such 
unanimity  of  opinion  among  the  friends  of  Temperance  ?  It  is  this  : 
The  immediate  passage  of  a  law  “  that  shall  put  it  in  the  power  of 
a  majority  of  the  qualified  voters  in  each  Ward ,  Borough ,  or  Town¬ 
ship  to  say ,  in  a  manner  that  shall  not  interfere  with  the  strifes  of 
party  politics ,  whether  there  shall  he  any  person  or  persons  licensed  in 
such  Ward ,  Borough ,  or  Township  jo  sell  intoxicating  drinks  or  not.” 
Such  a  legislative  disposition  of  Jthe  question  would  most  obviously 
be  in  strict  accordance  with  the  principles  of  our  Government. 

The  passage  of  such  a  law  would  place  the  issue  fairly  before 
the  people  in  every  Township  or  Ward.  Its  provisions  would  keep 
the  issue  apart  from  all  other  questions  ;  so  that  the  public  judgment 
would  be  fairly  pronounced.  If  this  can  be  obtained,  we  do  not  fear 
the  result.  If  the  friends  of  Temperance  are  found  in  the  minority 
on  this  issue,  in  any  Township  or  Ward,  they  will  submit  quietly  to 
the  will  of  the  majority.  But  it  is  firmly  believed  this  would  rarely 
be  the  case.  There  are  but  few  townships  where  the  people  would 
not  pronounce  against  this  evil,  if  they  were  called  upon  to  decide 
this  simple  question  by  ballot.  This,  then,  is  the  grand  measure  to 
be  carried,  and  to  this  end  the  friends  of  the  best  and  holiest  cause  of 
humanity  must  be  active,  and  unwearied  in  their  exertions.  In 
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the  first  place,  if  it  be  possible,  let  every  qualified  voter  in  the  Com' 
monwealth  be  called  immediately  to  sign  a  petition  to  the  Legisla¬ 
ture,  asking  the  passage  of  such  a  law  at  their  present  session  ;  let 
all  females,  who  have  attained  to  a  suitable  age,  send  up  their  ear¬ 
nest  petitions,  and  let  there  be  no  cessation  until  our  prayer  is  gran¬ 
ted.  In  the  language  of  the  last  Convention,  “  we  want  a  law 
which  shall  bring  the  issue  fairly  and  fully  before  every  qualified 
voter  in  the  Commonwealth.  We  want  to  have  the  opportunity  of 
pressing  his  conscience  with  all  the  responsibility  to  his  family,  his 
country  and  his  God,  which  will  rest  upon  him  in  giving  a  vote 
that  may  determine  such  an  issue.  And  we  fear  not  the  result. 
*  Truth  is  mighty  and  will  prevail.  ’  ” 

In  pursuance  of  this  great  measure,  and  for  the  preservation  of  the 
law,  when  once  obtained,  we  wish  strongly  to  urge  the  friends  of 
Temperance  to  attend  the  primary  meetings  of  their  several  political 
parties,  and  use  their  influence  to  have  Temperance  men  put  in  nom¬ 
ination  for  the  Legislature.  We  do  not  advise  or  desire  to  make  a 
political  Temperance  party ;  but  simply  to  urge  you  to  use  your 
influence  with  the  political  party  with  which  you  severally  act,  to 
have  Temperance  men  put  in  nomination  for  the  Legislature.  This 
Convention  deem  this  an  important  measure. 

Another  (and  in  the  present  state  of  the  Temperance  Reforma¬ 
tion,)  very  important  measure  is,  to  obtain  access  to  the  columns  of 
the  various  political  papers,  for  the  purpose  of  placing  valuable  and 
correct  information  before  the  people.  These  are  the  only  channels 
through  which  the  whole  people  can  be  reached.  If  the  different 
political  papers  in  your  respective  counties  will  not  establish  a  Tem¬ 
perance  Department  of  a  column  or  two  a  week,  for  their  love  of 
the  cause  and  the  interest  it  would  impart  to  their  papers  ;  then  let 
the  friends  of  Temperance  purchase  the  privilege,  and  use  it  discreet¬ 
ly  and  diligently,  and  it  will  be  an  effectual  weapon.  By  this  means 
light  will  be  poured  into  the  dark  places,  where  it  is  most  needed,  and 
the  entire  public  mind  will  be  put  in  motion. 

This  Convention  is  gratified  to  learn  that  there  are  various  political 
papers  in  this  Commonwealth  which  have  a  Temperance  Department 
at  the  service  of  judicious  committees,  and  ask  no  other  reward  than 
the  conscious  pleasure  of  doing  good. 

The  only  remaining  topic  which  the  Convention  wish  to  press 
upon  your  attention  is,  the  petition  to  the  Legislature  to  pass  a  law 
“requiring  all  those  who  intend  petitioning  to  the  Courts  for  licenses 
to  retail  intoxicating  drinks,  to  give  notice  of  said  intention  in  at  least 
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one  paper,  published  in  the  county  where  the  applicant  may  reside, 
for  six  weeks  previous  to  such  application,  accompanied  with  the 
names  of  those  who  recommend  said  applicant.”  The  Convention 
consider  a  law  embodying  the  above  provision  of  vast  importance  to 
the  community  and  the  cause  of  Temperance.  How  often  are  we 
startled,  upon  the  adjournment  of  Court,  to  find  our  neighborhood  in¬ 
fested  with  many  grog-shops,  of  which  no  one  dreamed  till  the  mis¬ 
chief  was  done.  There  was  no  opportunity  for  the  community  to 
examine  the  applications  for  license,  nor  the  characters  and  circum¬ 
stances  of  the  recommendations.  A  dozen  men  may  wish  licenses 
to  sell,  and  they  may  recommend  each  other,  or  other  interested  par¬ 
ties,  as  the  manufacturers  or  owners  of  the  property,  may  recom¬ 
mend  them.  We  know  how  easy  it  is  to  procure  signatures  when 
the  parties  are  not  to  be  publicly  known,  as  is  the  practice  under  the 
present  law.  The  parlies  are  very  rarely  questioned  ;  and  there  can 
be  no  doubt  but  if  their  names  were  required  to  be  published,  and 
thus  an  opportunity  were  given  to  subject  their  statement  to  the  test 
of  an  examination,  or  themselves  to  an  oath,  there  would  be  much 
more  care  and  circumspection  in  recommending  individuals  to  retail 
intoxicating  drinks. 

Thus,  Fellow  Citizens,  have  we  suggested  to  you  what  ought  to 
be  done,  and  done  quickly.  We  have  not  endeavored  to  stir  your 
blood  by  portraying  the  enormity  of  the  evil.  This  you  long  since 
have  seen  and  felt.  But  we  have  desired  to  produce  immediate  ac¬ 
tion  for  the  purpose  of  abating  and  suppressing  the  evil.  If  all  the 
friends  of  the  cause  will  quickly  exert  themselves  in  procuring 
and  forwarding  petitions  to  the  Legislature,  as  this  Convention  has 
earnestly  recommended,  our  prayers  will  be  granted  this  winter, 
and  then  the  contest  will  be  in  every  Ward  and  Township  between 
Temperance  and  Intemperance,  between  vice  and  virtue,  poverty  and 
prosperity  ;  and  none  can  doubt  the  issue.  There  are  elements  in 
the  community  which  will  arrange  themselves  on  the  side  of  Temper¬ 
ance  and  virtue,  of  which  we  now  little  dream.  The  victory  will  be 
triumphant  and  glorious,  and  the  fruits  of  it  will  be  wide  spread 
contentment,  prosperity  and  peace  ! 


JOHN  H.  EWING,  President. 


